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TRI-COUNTY MINOR HOCKEY LEAGUE RULES OF OPERATION

1. AMENDMENTS TO RULES OF OPERATIONS

May be made at monthly meetings of the TCMHL, or at the AGM (see section 7 of the Constitution).

2. ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:

A) All team entry applications shall be in writing (see Tri County website for forms) and confirmed by a remittance of the required registration fee to be received by the Treasurer not later than June monthly meeting. These fees will be established annually by the TCMHL prior to June 1st.

B) Member Centres must provide their list of teams and ice times to the designated League Scheduler, with a copy to the OMHA RD, using form provided (see Tri County website) by July 1st. Where a Member Centre has not provided this list on time, the Scheduler will assign an arbitrary day/time for their teams, and then the Member Centre will be responsible for rescheduling as necessary.

C) When considered in the best interests of the League, the TCMHL may reject or reassign any team entry at any time.

D) Acceptance by the TCMHL of any entry automatically binds the participating team, its officials and players to comply with the TCMHL Constitution and Rules of Operations, and to accept decisions of the TCMHL Officials either elected or appointed.

3. REGULATIONS GOVERNING PLAYERS:

Before any player takes part in any TCMHL game, he/she must be assigned to an OMHA approved roster.

4. REGULATIONS GOVERNING COMPETITION:

A) Rules of play as established by Hockey Canada (HC), the Ontario Hockey Federation (OHF), the Ontario Minor Hockey Association (OMHA), and the Tri-County Minor Hockey League (TCMHL) shall govern play in all games.

B) Any team failing to play a scheduled game shall be referred to the League Officers for review and/or disciplinary actions.

C) Teams failing to complete their regular league schedule shall not be eligible to compete in TCMHL league playoffs.
5. GAME OFFICIALS:

A) Member Centres shall ensure that the Timekeepers charged with operating the clock and completing the game sheets shall be responsible and capable persons

B) The OMHA Regional Director, or designated representative, shall appoint Referees for OMHA Playdowns as agreed upon by the Officers and Member Centre Representatives.

6. SWEATERS:

New Centres entering the TCMHL, or current Member Centres electing to use sweaters of only one main colour for their entries, or Member Centres wishing to change their sweater colours, shall use a sweater colour which does not conflict with that being used by the entries of another TCMHL Member Centre. TCMHL approval must be obtained for such choices. A predominately white set of sweaters can be used only where an entry has 2 (two) differently coloured sets available for its regular use. Reminder to all participating centres to advise league when colours of jerseys do change or are updated. 
7. DIVISIONS:

A) The TCMHL may operate divisions covering categories Midget, Bantam, Peewee, Atom, and Novice . Categories from Midget through Atom may have Major and Minor levels of competition. 
B) Divisions will be named “AA Bowen”, “A Smith”, “AE Harrison”, and “AE Russell”

C) Nothing shall preclude the TCMHL from realigning or renaming any division.

D) Request for Re-Classification of Teams – Centres requesting a team to play in a higher or lower division must be made at the June TC meeting of that year in order to give time to schedule. This request is to be received by the President in writing prior to the June meeting.

8. PROTEST REGULATIONS FOR TCMHL REGULAR SEASON OR PLAYOFF GAMES:

           Protests need to come from Association President along with completed form

A) Copies of all protests and evidence in support thereof must be sent by email or fax to the TCMHL President and to the protested Member Centre within 48 (forty-eight) hours of the protested game. The copy to the President must indicate that a copy has been sent to the protested Member Centre.

B) The Protest Committee shall be comprised of the President and one other TCMHL Officer in consultation with the OMHA RD. The President shall Chair this committee.

C) A protest Committee Member in a conflict of interest situation shall withdraw from participating in any protest decision where:

i) A family member is a member of either team involved in the protest

ii) Either team is from their home centre in which they sit as a Board Member

iii) They are a member of either team involved in the protest

D) The Protest Committee may conduct a meeting by conference call as required.

E) The Protest Committee shall make a decision on any protest within 7 (seven) days of its receipt.

9. GATE:

A) No TCMHL Member Centre will levy a gate charge to any parent of a Tri-County team player during regular season games, TCMHL playoff games, or any OMHA playdown game against another TCMHL Member Centre.

B) OMHA Executive Members and TCMHL Officers shall be exempt from any gate fee providing documentation proving their position.

10. TCMHL PLAYER AWARDS:

Championship and Finalist awards will be provided each year for TCMHL playoffs.

11. TCMHL RULES OF PLAY FOR CURRENT SEASON:

Rules of Play for Regular Season, TCMHL Playoffs, and OMHA Playdowns shall be adopted annually, and will be in place by the October TCMHL monthly meeting.

Season Dates shall be adopted annually, and will be set at the May TCMHL monthly meeting for the season which begins the following September. (see Appendix C)

A) DATES/GAMES (see Appendix C):

Regular Season for Atom to Bantam “A” Smith Division, “AA” Bowen Division, and “AE” ends on December 23rd.
Harrison/Russell Divisions will be from September to Dec 23rd .
Minor Midget will begin October 1st and for Major Midget will begin on the Thursday prior to Thanksgiving,  ending on Dec 23rd.
NOTE: Regular season dates may be scheduled PRIOR to the date set for the START of the season, but not AFTER the date set for the END of the season; any requests to schedule past the season end date must be reported to the TCMHL President immediately.

“A” Smith Division, “AA” Bowen Division, and “AE” Harrison/Russell Divisions all play 28 games except all Minor Midget Division “A”, “AA”, and “AE” will only play 26 games, Major Midget

Division “A”, “AA” and “AE” will only play 24 games.
ALL REGULAR SEASON GAMES MUST BE PLAYED IN ORDER TO QUALIFY FOR OMHA

PLAYDOWNS AND/OR TRI-COUNTY LEAGUE PLAYOFFS

B) SEEDINGS:
Seedings for League Playoffs, Round Robin Qualifier and OMHA Playdowns will be based on standings as of final season dates set out above. Team seedings will be maintained throughout OMHA Playdowns and League Playoffs, excluding Tie-Breaker games and League Championship Series. (this includes midget and all other league championships)
C) LEAGUE TIE BREAKER RULES AT END OF REGULAR SEASON
First use head-to-head record between teams tied (if balanced schedule).  If teams still tied, then use GF/GA percentage rule between tied teams, then if still tied use season GF/GA percentage rule.
If head-to-head record cannot be used, then go directly to season GF/GA percentage rule.

Only those games played prior to season end date will count in the standings and for tiebreakers.
D) TOURNAMENTS (see Appendix C):

Representative teams are permitted two (2) tournaments during the regular season. This does NOT include pre-season (prior to Division start dates as set each season), or Christmas (week between Christmas and New Year’s, December 26th to Jan 1st) or any other weekend designated by the TCMHL 
No tournaments are permitted during the preliminary round of the OMHA Playdowns (Round Robin Qualifiers) except for Silver Stick Finals.

Minor Development teams are permitted (3) tournaments during the regular season. This does not include pre-season prior to division start date as set each season) or Christmas, and March Break.

Centers (BB and below) who do not participate in OMHA Preliminary Round Robin qualifiers may play in tournaments as per OMHA guidelines. (this includes MD teams) 
E) RECLASSIFICATIONS FOR TRI-COUNTY PLAYOFFS:
Teams that are Re-Classified up in league play and/or league playoffs from Atom to Bantam have to acknowledge in writing to the TC President that by moving up in centre base category/classification (eg Bantam A (Smith) to Bantam AA (Bowen) or from Atom AE (Harrision/Russell) to Atom A (Smith) they shall remain up in that classification for the OMHA Playdowns and TC League playoffs and are eligible to play in the championship series.
TCMHL executive reserves the right to reclassify before end of regular season any and all teams back to their original OMHA centre base category/classification for league playoffs based on their standings of league play for the current season.

As a reminder it is understood that the individual centre must confirm using the correct form to the OMHA for playdown reclassification. 

F) OMHA PLAYDOWN ROUND ROBIN QUALIFIERS 

All teams, “AA”, “A”, “AE” will participate in the Round Robin Qualifier format

If teams are added into any Tri-County division, they will play the Round Robin Qualifier format. (i.e.: Owen Sound, Thorold)

Round Robin Qualifiers are to be completed by the Thursday immediately preceding the preliminary round completion date as set by the OMHA each season.

1- 10 minute sudden victory overtime in all Round Robin Qualifier games 2- 1 – 30 second time out per team per game

3-
Home Centre Officials for ALL games in qualifiers

Divisions with two (2) teams will play a minimum of a best three (3) of five (5) series

Divisions with three (3) teams will play as one (1) group in a six (6) game round robin

Divisions with five (5) teams or less will play as one (1) group

Divisions with five (5) teams or less will play a home and away with each team

The top team advances from one (1) group divisions

Divisions with more than five (5) teams will split into two (2) groups

Divisions with five (5) teams or more will play a home and away against each team in their group

Where a Division has two (2) groups AND only one (1) team moves on to OMHA Quarter Finals, then the top finishing team of each group will play a best two (2) of three (3) series to determine which team will move on; this series must be completed by the preliminary round completion date as set by the OMHA each season.

i)  ADDITIONAL OMHA PLAYDOWN ROUND ROBIN QUALIFIERS RULES FOR “AA” TEAMS:

All divisions will be split into three (3) groups for Round Robin Qualifiers. The top team in each group moves on to Quarter Finals

The winner of group one (1) plays the winner of Group three (3) in Quarter Finals

The winner of group two (2) plays Area A (Tecumseh Shoreline) in Quarter Finals

ii) TIE-BREAKER RULES FOR OMHA ROUND ROBIN QUALIFIERS:

A) If two (2) teams tied: Extra one (1) game played; home ice as defined in the OMHA Manual of Operations regulation  13.4 i-iv
B) If three (3) teams tied: the percentage rule will be used to determine first, second and third places between these three teams (use Goals For divided by Goals For plus Goals Against); The second and third place teams will play a one (1) game playoff; the winner of that game will then play a one (1) game playoff against the first place team; home ice as defined in OMHA Manual of Operations 13.4 regulation. NOTE: only the tied teams head to head scores will be used, and if still tied, then all Round Robin game scores will be used as per OMHA regulations 13.4d(iv).

(i) the team with the most wins in the round robin gets first place;

(ii) the percentage rule (above) will be used to determine first, second and third places using games between tied teams only (balanced schedule only).

(iii) If still tied all RR games will be used for the percentage rule.

Once places are determined, the second and third place teams play a one (1) game playoff. Home ice for the extra game is based on Round Robin standings (second hosts third). The winner of that game will play for the League Championship series against the first place team.

The first place team at the end of the Round Robin has home ice advantage for the Championship series

G) TRI-COUNTY PLAYOFF RULES FOR DIVISIONS (ATOM THROUGH MIDGET) 

Atom through Bantam will play Round Robin format
Minor Midget and up will play a minimum 2 of 3 series .All League playoff games to be completed by the Thursday immediately preceding March Break

Championship Series to be completed by the end of March, or as determined by the ice availability of the Centres involved.

League Championships are to be a best three (3) out of five (5) series

Tri-County playoffs can commence immediately after regular season completion

Tri-County playoff games and OMHA playoff games are encouraged to be played at the same time

1 – 10 minute sudden victory overtime in all games

1 – 30 second time out per team per game

Home Centre Officials for all league playoff games including championship series

IN ADVANCE of playoff game series a Contract must be completed.

Minor Midget and Midget teams advancing to OMHA Quarter Finals will NOT be permitted to return to League playoffs if eliminated; only exception to this is for teams where OMHA Quarter Finals was their first playdown action.

Novice through Bantam teams advancing to OMHA Quarter Finals WILL be permitted to return to League playoffs if eliminated.

Atom through Bantam teams advancing to OMHA Semi-finals will NOT be permitted to return to League Playoffs, and any games played by these teams will then be removed from the

standings and replaced by other makeup games as determined by the League; only exception to this is for teams where OMHA Semi Finals was their first playdown action.

Gi) TIE-BREAKER RULES FOR ALL OTHER DIVISIONS (ATOM THROUGH MIDGET) TC 
LEAGUE PLAYOFFS: 

If 2 teams are tied at the end of round robin play a tie breaker game will be played. Home Ice to be determined   1.)   Head to Head

                        2.)   Percentage Rule will be applied using games only between those two centre teams
                        3.)  If still tied GF/ GA percentage rule using all round robin games
If 3 or more teams tied, Tie breaker games will be played. Seedings and home Ice will be determined by

1.) Head to Head (in a balanced schedule)

** Balanced Schedule definition- Equal number of games played between 2 teams **

2.) GF/ GA percentage rule (in a balanced schedule)

3.) All round robin games

4.) Regular season standings

Once places are determined, the second and third place teams play a one (1) game playoff. Home ice for the extra game is based on Round Robin standings (second hosts third). The winner of that game will play for the League Championship series against the first place team.

The first place team at the end of the Round Robin has home ice advantage for the Championship series. Where there are two (2) groups, if there is a tie in points between the first place finishers of each group, then home ice is awarded to the highest seeded team at the end of the Regular Season.

NOTE THAT THESE RULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND WILL BE REVIEWED AND/OR AMENDED

ANNUALLY AS NECESSARY; HOWEVER TCMHL ALSO RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES

DURING THE SEASON AS REQUIRED FOR CLARIFICATION PURPOSES. TCMHL EXECUTIVE

RESERVES THE RIGHT TO RESOLVE AND CONFLICT THAT MAY ARISE DURING THE SEASON.
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Dates and Deadlines for the 2019/2020 season:

League start date(s):

September 16th, 2019 (Minor Atom-Bantam) 
October 1st, 2019 (Minor Midget)                            { Bowen, Smith, Harrison, Russell
October 10th, 2019 (Major Midget)                                        Rep divisions


September 21st ,2019 (Minor Development Atom-Bantam)
October 1st,2019 ( Minor Development Minor Midget)
October 10th, 2019 (Minor Development Midget)

Regular Season End Date:

January 6th, 2020 (Representative)

January 29th, 2020 (MD) * Playoff rounds start Feb.10- Mar.8th ( series complete by March 26th)

Centre Requests for Team movement:

June 20th, 2019 (Minor Atom-Minor Midget)

Deadline dates to League Scheduler:

July 1, 2019 ( centre home nights)
August 1st, 2019 ( team tournaments)

League Schedules Released:

August 15th, 2019(Minor Atom-Minor Midget)

Centre Team Fees due:

October 1st, 2019 ( $20.00 per team fine to centres overdue)
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